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that he would go to Poland as soon as possible, but he
would only travel there by way of Danzig and Posen, and
this could be done only in a British man-of-war. Balfour
seemed surprised at such a request and hesitated with his
answer. Eventually he said : " It is almost impossible.
You can go to Poland by special train with a British convoy,
or in a special motor-car accompanied by armed cars.
Of course we can put an aeroplane at your disposal. But
a warship is hardly possible." It was not the technical but
rather the political aspect which seemed to make it difficult
for Balfour to make up his mind. But as this question
was of the greatest importance, Paderewski remained
insistent.
He waited for twenty-four hours. Then an official from
the Foreign Office came to see him. All he said was : " I
have to notify you that your wish has been granted. You
can start on the twenty-first from Harwich." Paderewski
asked : " What is the name of the ship ? " " Concord.'3
Was there a connection between the name of the ship
chosen by Balfour and the words in which he had asked
Paderewski to go to Poland " to unite the Polish hearts " ?
Being loyal to the National Committee, Paderewski went
to Paris to report his London negotiations. The Committee
were delighted, and Paderewski returned to London the
next day.